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It was 4 a.m., and the tiny islet of Nongosila was still
shrouded in darkness. Two visitors sleeping in one of the
leaf-walled houses woke up to the gong-like sound of the
church “bell,” a metal cylinder. They dressed quickly, and
Joined the people outside walking softly along the sandy
path to the church.

The sand-floored church was already half full, and men
and women were slipping in quietly, taking their places on
the long benches. A single pressure-lamp threw light on the
face of a young man at the reading-stand. He was leading
the singing with simple reverence, but his voice was still
not quite awake and a little creaky.

When all had gathered, somebody prayed in the local lan-
guage, and the young man spoke about a Bible verse or two.
It was his job that day to lead the time of prayer.

Then every person in the church began to pray aloud and
fervently, each praying his own prayer to God who could
hear each one. To the listening visitors, it sounded like the
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ebb and flow of a surging sea, the sound of many waters,
surging to a climax and subsiding. Each prayed for cleans-
ing, and then for the wider needs of the church. Some spoke
in their own dialect, some used Pidgin and some English.
They were oblivious of each other, thinking only of the Lord.

The young man at the front brought that time of prayer to
a close, and announced a brief hymn. Then again everyone
prayed out loud, some speaking in tongues this time, before
the meeting was brought to a conclusion.

In many villages on Malaita, a time like this for early
morning prayer each day has become part of life’'s new
pattern gince the revival. One village woman had been
accustomed to going each morning until she had a new baby,
and was unable to go. She said, “When I hear the church bell
sound, I want to go. I miss it.”

There is a new longing to pray, a new hunger for God’s
Word, and a new sensitivity to the Spirit who is Holy.

Jotham Ausuta once said, “The Holy Spirit is unable to fill
the life that has some sin harbored in it. The Holy Spirit is so
very sensitive—about things we might consider unim-
portant.

“Travelling in Papua New Guinea recently, I was sharing
a room with Jesimiel, and I found myself unable to sleep.
There was something in my heart, but I thought, ‘It’s
nothing that matters. Why should I tell Jesimiel, anyway?
He doesn’t know anything about it.

“But I tossed and turned, until Jesimiel asked what was
the matter. ‘Oh, I just can’t sleep,’ I said, trying to cover it up.
But then I told him, and said, “Will you forgive me? ‘But it’s
as nothing to me!’ said Jesimiel. But we prayed together, and
then peace came back to me, and I slept soundly.

“The Holy Spirit, we find, is very, very sensitive. In the
Solomons, we say that His blessing in our lives is like an egg
that we must hold carefully. If we let it drop, it’s gone. Or we
say that it is like bringing back stream-water to our friends
working in the food-garden. We carry the water in a taro
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leaf, so we must take care not to let anything pierce the leaf,
or the water will run out. Even a little hole will prevent our
friends’ thirst being quenched.”

George Strachan put it this way: “To me, revival is truth
becoming alive and powerful. Ordinarily, we might say *God
is good’ and we mean it. But for the goodness and holiness of
God to really come home to us, we need the ministry of the
Spirit. Then the truth hits us with such impact that the very
goodness of God overwhelms us utterly. It is the same when
it comes to conviction of sin. When these truths become a
reality, the contrast between our own sin and God’s righ-
teousness is completely overwhelming:

“Our experience at One Pusu was only a beginning. When
the conviction of sin came there, it was a humbling experi-
ence for everyone, having to confess one to another. We felt it
very much. '

“But at Kobiloko, it was something entirely different.
Like Isaiah, the people saw the holiness of God, and their
reaction was ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips...” Having seen the Lord, they saw themselves; and
they wept, saying ‘My sin, my sin!? That experience went far
deeper than our experience at One Pusu. It was different,
and it led to deliverance in a different way: a realization of
God and a release from themselves.”

Speaking from his own first-hand experience of this,
Michael Maeliau said on one occasion:

“People have often asked me, ‘How did you feel in the
revival? and my answer has always been one word, ‘Trans-
parent’.

“I felt that somebody was looking right through me, and
that there was nothing in me that could be hidden any more.

“Why was this? It was a time when we were so aware of the
presence of God that there had to be complete openness.
There could be nothing kept hidden; everybody was trans-
parent before everybody else and before God.
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“This is the heart of revival: to be in the presence of God.

“We often use the term in revival: ‘the Holy Spirit con-
victs people of sin.” What does this mean? What is convic-
tion? Often we get a wrong picture in our minds, of the Holy
Spirit pointing out our sins and saying ‘Do something about
it, or elge . . .’ Or we may imagine that it is like a child being
caught redhanded doing something wrong, and the child
cries.

“How does the Holy Spirit convict us of sin? It is not in that
way, not like a child being caught. Rather, He brings us into
the very presence of God so that we become aware of our sin,
just like Isaiah who cried "Woe is me! For I am lost; for Tam a
man of unclean lips..." (Isaiah 6:5) when he saw the Lord,
the holy God, sitting upon a throne. It was because he was
really in the presence of God that Isaiah realized what he
was.

“We may think of it this way. Every home has a door, and
whenever we go into a house, we enter through a door. We go
through so many doors that it becomes just a habit. We enter
without thinking much about it, whether we are going into a
rich house or a poor one.

“Then imagine that you are going into a particular house,
the home of a very wealthy man—the Prime Minister, per-
haps. You walk straight into his house without thinking—
and then suddenly you become aware of the beautiful carpet.
The house is very ‘posh.” You look at the purity of the beau-
tiful carpet, and you think, ‘Is there mud on my shoes? Then
you look down, and back—and yes, you have left muddy
marks, and you think, ‘What a mess! It is a very real
feeling, as you see the beautiful carpet spoiled by mud.

“Then you realize that the owner of the house is looking
at you, and at the mud—and you feel that you want to clean
the mud away with your tears, even, and that yet it would
not be enough.

“It is like that with the very temple of God, your body.
You see the dirty marks left inside His temple, and you want
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to clean away those marks with your tears. But you do not
have enough tears, and you know that no soap, no shampoo,
can cleanse away those marks.

“But then it is as though you hear the words, ‘No tears
can wipe off those dirty marks; only the Blood of Jesus can
cleanse you.’

“And you are glad and re;|01ce and have a sense of in-
debtedness to God.

“That is how the Holy Spirit convicts of sin: by bringing
us into the very presence of God, so that we compare our-
selves with that holy Presence and become aware of our sin-
fulness. Then we are like Isaiah after he had cried, T am a
man of unclean lips’ when the angel took the piece of burning
charcoal from the altar and said, *... your guilt is taken
away and your sin forgiven’ (Isaiah 6:7).

“This is revival: when the Spirit of God brings us into His
presence.”
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New
Power and
New
Problems

When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Solomons,
many found themselves in close touch with a God of power.
To each, His power came in a different way.

As Jotham Ausuta said, “We saw bad men changed into
good. I think of John Sitea, who was brought to court 75
times for robbery and even murder. By using the magic
powers of evil spirits, he always managed to win his case.
He was sent home to the Koio district, and there he came
under conviction by the Holy Spirit. [ prayed for his deliver-
ance from the demons that were shaking and possessing
him, and prayed for his cleansing by the blood of Christ.

“Then he was called back to court in Honiara because of
previous trouble. When asked about it, he said, “Yes. That
was the old John.” He explained that he was the new John
now, Jesus’ John. But of course he was quite willing to bear
the penalty for what the old John had done. The lawyer
looked at him thoughtfully and said, *Are you a Christian?
Then he looked at my son, Jeriel, Senior Inspector of Police,
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and said that John’s case was acquitted. ‘New John’ is now
a trusted member for the Koio district on the local gov-
erning council.”

When Arnon Atomea was pastor of the two churches in
Honiara, he made the comment: “There are many who spent
a long time in ‘the far country’ away from God, who have now
come back to Him. They have fully surrendered themselves
to the Spirit, and have found reality. Longstanding bitter-
ness between tribes has, in many cases, been melted away.
In years past, deep-seated hatred, fears and blood-feuds
left a barrier of enmity between people from different tribes:
feelings which continued even between Christians. Now,
however, they come together with tears in their eyes, and
pray to God. On Malaita before, it was almost impossible
for someone to forgive one who had committed adultery. The
old custom was to seek revenge in some way; love and for-
giveness seemed too hard even for Christians. Now, those
who have already surrendered their hearts are able to for-
give. We can see in this the wonder-working power of the
Lord to change people, bringing the love of Christ into their
lives.”

One young woman, filled with joy in the Spirit, found her-
self facing adamant opposition from her husband. He for-
bade her to go to meetings, and hit her if she prayed. Once,
he emptied the teapot over her. Sometimes her face was
bruised and her nose would bleed, but her only reaction
was perfect peace. Very much to her surprise, she didn’t
feel the slightest bitterness or anger towards her husband.
Instead she found herself “strengthened with all power. ...
for all endurance and patience with joy” (Colossians 1:11).
She continued to be a good wife and mother, and when her
husband wanted to send her off to her parents’ home, she
refused to go. “I've married you,” she said.

Even at that time, her husband said to her father, “I'm the
one who's spoiling our home.” Since then, he has come to
know Christ in a new way, and is a changed man.
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Another Malaita woman was troubled about her son who
was far away from God. While he was home on holidays, she
felt a compulsion to speak to him with concern at breakfast
one morning.

“I began talking” she said, “and then the Holy Spirit took
over. It wasn’t me, although the words were spoken in my
voice and I could hear them coming from my mouth. But it
wasn’'t me—it was the Lord speaking through me to my son,
telling him of things in his life that I knew nothing about.
I simply had no idea of them.” The boy admitted the truth of
all that had been said about his life, and later that morning
he put his complete trust in Jesus Christ. In time he went as
a student to One Pusu for Bible training.

In the large church at Ambu one time, a woman stood up
and said, “I was so blind that I couldn’t walk along the track
or I'd fall over anything that was in my way because I
couldn’t see it.” She swung her hand around at all the 1500
people in the meeting, and said, “I want to tell you I can see
you all here today! A miracle has happened to me.”

Away in the Western Solomons, someone had put a
“heathen curse” upon a woman and she had cried for three
weeks. In desperation, she was brought to the S.5.E.C. team
members, Cornelius and Shemuel. They prayed for her and
immediately she was delivered.

The power of God was released in a new way among many
people, but it met head-on the entrenched power of the
Enemy.

In one village on Malaita, a promising young Christian
had surreptitiously been using a “custom charm” or fetish
of bark which was effective for healing purposes. His grand-
father had given it to him. When revival came, the Spirit of
God told him unmistakably that he must burn that piece of
bark. Instead, he disobeyed and gave it away to his brother-
in-law, telling him that it would help him as “medicine”
against sickness.

Three days later, a terrible spirit of fear came upon him.
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As he was walking along in the dark, it was as if this unseen
thing came up to him, went down his throat and remained
inside him. He was then under the power of this evil spirit,
and often its voice spoke to him, threatening him with death
in the very near future. He went once to a Christian meeting,
and the spirit told him that if he went again, he would die.
It also told him to stay inside all day and visit the burial
ground at 2 a.m. Nobody else in the village knew about it,
but he went there night after night.

More than once a team of Christians prayed for him, but
he remained under that evil power for about a year, con-
tinually under threat of death.

At last, into his mind came the verse “My times are in Thy
hands”. He began to use that scriptural verse as a weapon
against the evil spirit that kept threatening him. When the
evil inner voice said “You'll die!” he would answer, “Scrip-
ture says, "My times are in Thy hands,’ so my times are in
God’s hands, not yours. It is God who has the right to decide
when my time to die is to come, not you. And when I do die,
I'll go to be with Him.”

Gradually, as he kept fighting back with this verse from
Scripture, the evil power over him began to weaken. In time,
slowly, he became entirely freed from the grip it had upon
him. His deliverance did not come with dramatic sudden-
ness. It was a gradual process, but it was absolute,

As they faced such problems stirred up in the midst of
revival, the S.S.E.C. leaders greatly appreciated a second
visit by Bishop Festo Kivengere. It was during the revival
which began in East Africa more than 40 years ago that
Festo became a Christian. His experience of the movement
of the Spirit within a young Church specially fitted him to
give counsel and encouragement to the Church in the
Solomons.

Festo gave wise advice on the importance of humility and
brokenness as indispensable for the continuation of revival.
He said, “May the Lord give you a spirit of openness and
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sensitivity to His promptings.”

After his visit, Festo wrote, “The Lord has certainly
revived His Church, and we praise His Name. So I am going
back rejoicing. I am sure this is going to spread far and wide
as the brethren learn to walk with Him.”
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A
Fresh
Outpouring

Summing up the revival in his homeland, an Islander wrote:
“In the Solomons we have seen the outpouring of praise, joy,
healing, love, wisdom, utterance, deliverance, visions,
prophesy-—and much more, And all these things are solely to
glorify God in heaven. Though there has been error as well,
God has given us the Holy Spirit of discernment to correct

. it »

The outpouring of the Spirit of God was not confined to on
locality. Islanders were impelled to visit other districts and
other iglands with their message of new life. Some went to
the Western Solomons, where 6000 men from Malaita
worked in the plantations and logging camps. Others went
as far afield as Papua New Guinea and the New Hebrides.

Fresh from such an experience of God’s reviving power
among their own people, a team of four Solomon Island
pastors visited Papua New Guinea in mid-1972. In the
S.8.E.M. Sepik field during their visit and for several
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months afterwards, many responded to the Spirit of God,
testing a new reality, conviction and joy which they could
not forget.

Then came a vicious counter-attack. In one church in
particular, the power of evil gained an entrance, and there
were some serious excesses. This brought about a fear of
revival, but some people still continued to pray for renewal
of the Church by the Holy Spirit. Three discouraging years
went by, and the Christians felt despondent and powerless
against the cults and darkness of sin. News of revival kept
coming from the Solomons, but it seemed to have passed the
Sepik people by.

Then in 1976, Barnabas Ke’in broke his arm, a seemingly
irrelevant incident. He was General Superintendent of the
newly-formed SSEC in the Sepik, but he found himself
plucked out of his busy life and planted firmly in Wewak
hospital to recover from a very complex fracture. During the
weeks of convalescence and further illness, Barnabas
became aware that God was speaking to him about his per-
sonal life, as well as the life of the Church, and what he
should do about it. God showed him that it was he who stood
in the way of revival.

Barnabas was visited by Jezreel Filoa, a Solomon Islander
who had formerly been a missionary to the Sepik for many
years. The two discussed Barnabas’ concern, and cleared up
the differences which had developed between them during
the 1972 movement. Both men became convinced that God
would soon do a mighty work, and Barnabas made up his
mind to meet with the Ilahita elders to pray specifically for
revival,

Ilahita is one of the biggest village clusters in New
Guinea, with a population of some 1500. For countless years
it has been the stronghold of the fambaran cult, a form of
animist worship.

When Barnabas arrived there in June, he found that the
elders and pastors of the whole Ilahita area were already
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waiting for him. The Holy Spirit had shown them, too, that
God was about to send a revival. They had a sense of pressing
urgency for their lives to be cleansed so that God could work
unhindered, and they began immediately to confess their
sins and make amends. At that stage, Barnabas was the only
one able to counsel and pray with people because the other
elders said, “We can’t help anyone else yet. We have to set
right so many things ourselves, first.,”

The Holy Spirit brought deep conviction of sin, and true
sorrow and repentance. The men first put things right
with each other, asking God’s forgiveness; then they went
to their wives and families to right wrongs, and even
further afield, as necessary. When all was put right, to the
best of their knowledge, they met together again in the
church and began to praise God and pray for their fellow-
Christians.

Outside, Christian villagers stopped to listen; there
was something different about that singing in the church.
“Do you hear that?” they said. “Revival has come!” Drawn
by the sound of joy and life, they came streaming into the
church, where the Spirit of God began to deal with each
individual.

Meanwhile, into the church came some of the most impor-
tant famberan men and sorcerers who had scorned the Chris-
tian way for years. Almost against their wills, they found
themselves drawn by a Power stronger than themselves and
stronger than Satan who had so long enslaved them. They
were brought under the influence of the almighty power of
the living God who was at work in their hearts, bringing
deep conviction of sin and evil so that they had to cry out and
plead with God for mercy for their sins.

During this time and afterwards, many Christians were
given dreams and visions. One, for example, saw a big water-
tank with three faucets all choked with dirt and rust. Before
the water could flow, those faucets had to be cleaned. Many,
through similar dreams, were given assurance that after
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God had cleansed His Church they would receive the Holy
Spirit—the One who is like a river of living water flowing
freely.

About that time, after many people’s sins had been con-
fessed and restitution made, Barnabas and some others were
filled with the Holy Spirit and received gifts to minister to
the people. This came about when they prayed and sang:
suddenly they had great assurance and faith, and knew that
they had received the Spirit. Certain gifts became evident:
some had prophecy, some the power to preach, and some
spoke in tongues. There were those who could discern hidden
sins, and those who could identify people possessed by evil
spirits, which would then be cast out in the name of Jesus.
Some of the elders received gifts of wisdom and discernment
to discern false words or teachings from true.

During that time, instead of much teaching or preaching,
there was mostly individual counselling, open confession,
singing, praying, exhorting, warning, instructing, proph-
esying and weeping. This went on for days, beginning at 5
a.m. and finishing at midnight or later. People would forget
to eat; nobody felt hungry and nobody felt sleepy. They
would sit there, watching, hungry for every word of God.

Confessions of sin were remarkably open because people
did not try to hide anything. They were anxious to get rid of
all wrongdoing, and they called each detail by its name,
mentioning times, persons involved or amounts as com-
pletely as possible. Sorcerers and men who had been deeply
involved in tamberan activities confessed their trickery,
suppression of the truth, multiple murders and all the evils
that go with sorcery and idolatry. They simply wanted to
wipe the slate clean.

When the Holy Spirit put His finger on something else
that grieved Him, the one convicted would immediately re-
turn to an elder and frankly confess the sin. He would
apologize to his wife then, perhaps, or tell someone he was
sorry for having argued violently about land or pigs. Where
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possible, he would make amends for his wrongdoing; each
day, many stolen plates, spoons and pens were returned to
their rightful owners. Those who had put their trust in
charms and fetishes brought them along to be viewed,
burned and thrown away.

One striking feature of this present movement has been
the emphasis on unity among the leadership, in contrast to
the 1972 movement. Whenever something has threatened to
creep in and disrupt that unity, the leaders have stopped
everything to pray and confess one to another, until full
unity and love has been restored.

As Peter Jost made clear in his account, “The key word in
this movement is brokenness.... The Lord wants broken
people and nothing else. Without brokenness, there can be
none of His working, no blessing, no Spirit released. Often
someone will pray like this: ‘Lord, I have a heart of stone. I've
- been concerned about myself, and not about the salvation of
the lost ones. I want to be someone; I want a name; I want
honor. I'm concerned about myself and not about You. Please
break me, grind me to dust, so that there is nothing left but
You.’” :

At first, the movement did not spread rapidly from Ilahita
to other areas. Though leaders elsewhere felt the need for
renewal, many churches wanted God’s blessings but
shunned the sacrificial cost. Most of them wanted a shortcut,
and it soon became evident that nobody could force the Spirit
of the Lord. Though He Himself was ready, unless there was
unity, willingness to repent, and a brokenness amongst the
church leaders, He was hindered from working.

After the annual SSEC conference in August, however,
news came from Dieter Volz. “We had a good conference,” he
wrote. “Business was several times delayed just because the
Lord worked so deeply in the hearts of people that meetings
were simply stopped for prayer and ministry. The Spirit of
God also moved amongst missionaries, and after a time of
open confession of things held against each other (for years,
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in some cases) we felt drawn much closer to each other.

This led to clear confession and apologies on the part of
missionaries toward New Guineans, who responded in the
same way.

“Church leaders from different areas were touched by the
Spirit of God and returned home with great joy.” Dieter
added, “We can say that the revival is spreading into other
areas. ... Much prayer for a deepening and consolidating
work of the Spirit is needed now.

Michael Maeliau
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“Let
Us
Draw
Near”

Early in 1975, on his way home to the Solomons after three
years at the Bible College of New Zealand, Michael Maeliau
was speaking to a gathering in Sydney. It was more than 80
years since his countryman, Peter Ambuofa, had begun to
share with his people the Good News. Now here was
Michael sharing in Australia the insights which the Holy
Spirit of God had given him.

“Prayer is the highest and purest form of ministry,” he
began. “There is a sense in which we are in the presence
of God at all times, but there is a real sense in which we make
a definite act of entering His presence. It may be in a group,
but more often in private.

“In Old Testament times, the High Priest had the privi-
lege of entering the Sanctuary once a year only. Often people
in these days make the mistake of thinking, ‘Christ died and
the veil of the temple was rent, so that means that we are all
in the Sanctuary all the time.’

“This is not so. The Holiest of Holies is nof made a common
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place. The rending of the veil had a different significance.
First, it showed that the earthly tabernacle (the Temple and
all associated with it) was no longer needed. The real had
come, so the time for all that foreshadowed it was past.
Secondly, the veil was rent to show thatanyone could goin at
any time, not just the High Priest on one occasion in the
year.

“We read in Hebrews 4:16 that there is a definite act of
entering into the Sanctuary, into the presence of God: ‘Let us
then with boldness draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.’

“Too often we are presumptuous; we rush into prayer,
thinking that we are already in the Sanctuary. But we are
told to enter into God’s holy presence.

“How can we enter? ‘By the blood of Jesus, by the new and
living way,” as we read in Hebrews 10:19-22: “Therefore,
brethren, since we have boldness to enter the sanctuary by
the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way which he
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his
flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of
God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil con-
science and our bodies washed with pure water.’

“We make a definite time when we say, ‘Let me-draw
near’, like the High Priest of old, by faith, through the
Blood.

“During any revival, there always comes a new emphasis
on the Blood of Christ. People think once more of the power
of the Blood, of protection by the Blood.

“Often it is thought that the Blood is just picture-lan-
guage, but the lifeblood of Jesus is a real thing, not the
blood of a phantom. It is real blood. We do not think of it as
the Roman Catholics do, objectifying it in the wine of com-
munion. But, like the High Priest of Old Testament times,
we could not enter into the Holiest of Holies, were it not for
the Blood. The Blood is something we can claim and lay hold
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of by faith.

“In practice, this means two things: first, the confession of
sins. We cannot presume that ‘I'm fine. I'll go right now into
God’s presence.’ Into the Holiest of Holies, we must enter by
the Blood; we cannot enter presumptuously.

“Second, what does the Blood stand for? It is our only plea.
We are not worthy on our own merit. We say to God, "This is
the only ground on which I can come to You the Blood of
Jesus.

“This Sanctuary, the Holiest of Holies, is where we should
offer our prayers. As we see in the Old Testament (Exodus
25:22) it is on the Mercy Seat that God has promised to meet
us. That is where communion with God takes place.

“This requires a definite act. It is really in the Sanctuary
that we should make intercession. We are like Abraham
speaking to God concerning Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis
18:16-38): we remember that we are but ‘dust and ashes’
and yet we can speak to God face to face.

“In Hebrews 9:24 we read: ‘For Christ has entered, not
into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
on our behalf. This, the Holiest of Holies, is where Christ
is interceding for us. The Priest (He is our High Prlest) must
appear there to plead, and we too.

“Many times we are ignorant that all our prayers are
made outside the Sanctuary and that they are mere commu-
nication, like a person-to-person long-distance phone call.
God needs more than communication from us. He needs
more than face-to-face conversation with us. What He longs
for is heart-to-heart communion with us—and that is the
heart of personal revival, when our prayers can be effective.

“The place, the Holiest of Holies, is open—but do not treat
it as a common place. Do not presume that you are already
in. Make a definite act: ‘draw near.

“Without the Blood, you cannot enter the Sanctuary, into
the presence of God—neither in the Old Testament nor in
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the New. We may enter into that most holy place on the sole
ground of Christ’s death.”

With clean hearts, let us see the Door. It is open. Let us
enter it with boldness. The King of Glory is within; let us
bow in adoration. Let us worship Him. Let us ask Him to
sprinkle our hearts deeply and inwardly with His most
precious Blood. Let Him anoint us for all service in His
Name. Let Him continually pour forth His Spirit upon us so
that His joy and power may remain with us. In our day-to-
day lives, let us remain there seated “together with Him in
the heavenly places.” He longs to do these things for us.

“What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that
ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”
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